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Deor Paorents,

Bssolomualakum! My nome is St Brmnao \?3018 ond nshaAlon | Wil be your
child's second grade teacher for the A0H-A0I5 school %GQYT | om in mké{ th
eor Of teoching &A™ grade. | hove a Bochelor's degree in Elementor
ducation ond o Moster's degree in Reading Instriction ond Curricdlum. |
look forword to ho\/ing our %on or daughﬁer n m% closs ond | om excited
to 8@1} to know him or her

| feel os though an open line of communication betineen the parent,

student, and teacher is the key to promaoting on educational climaote thot
IS conducive to learning. | om lotking fornord To Working With you ond our
child. Mony of \ou already knon meE, ond | hope 1o develop a salid
relotionship bosed on trust ond reliobilit% os the school \dear begins. Jou
con help b\é Sendin8 me Wel-rested children with full tummies ond o hu
ond o kiss Stil fresty on their minds. :) This sets the stoge for a positive doul
| 0lso encourage and EXpECt parents to check homenork and Folders thot

O home on a doil% bosis so that there is on understandir% of Whot is

€ing expected.

The be inning of second 8mole storts off wWith a review of mony of
the concepts learned in first grode. i students hove o solid grosp of Wihot
the\iolreod leorned, the% Wilbe oble to understond the new materiol ot a
mud gruicke rote. Second Ec)wade IS filed wWith mony bosic things the
leorned the ueoar before, but students will leorn harder concepts, develop
deeper understondings and connections, ond become more independent in
the completion of their work. The% Wil be tal«ing notes, Nﬁting wWith more
depth and length, reading With increased speed ond fluency, and
participoting N More cooperative group ~ork ond proo'[ects.

Please feel free to contoct me ob an% timme if there is a gruestion or
situation ou ould like to discuss. gou Wil receive odditional
communication through out the %eor through o voriety of woys. PLEASE
reod throuah this hondlbook \/em% COT‘G'FU“%, oS monNy routine ond

procedural §uldelines ore stoted thot ou Wil need To knorw ond oy e
very new to you.

. Jozok Hloh Knair!
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Cemmunicatien

You can contact me at dbdig@mdgacademy.org.
You can diso call the school and leave a message. 1 will call you
back as soon as I can.

I have created a class website where you can find information
and up To date happenings in our classroom. The address is

www.mdgZndgraders.weebly.com

I will also be using a free text messaging service called

REMIND.

T'll be able to send you texts with any important reminders or
infFormation I'd like To convey. In order to sign up, you just need
to send a text that only says

@8cblc
To this phone number - 6316992603,

You will not be charged to receive these texts and I will never
see your phone humber. Also, you will not be dble to text me
back at this number, as it is a one way service.

In addition to these communication methods, a weekly
newsletter will also go home highlighting The week’s activities as
well as any reminders and hotes from me.

With the wide array of communication methods offered to you,

it is my hope that we are always in touch and that important
reminders and details are conveyed. Being in Touch in so many
ways wil help prevent miscormmunication Inshallahl
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General Information

QEvery day a homework folder will come home. Please check it daily for important
notices and information. Empty out any papers which are not needed. Here is an
overview of the homework folder:

Your child will be receiving a plastic pronged two pocket folder in the beginning of the
year. Inside you will see a pencil pouch and a few plastic sleeves.

. The pencil pouch will hold the spelling card ring, math games ring, writing utensil, and .
» 3 deck of cards. (Please see the homework section for information regarding the above e
mentioned items). There will be a few extra items in the plastic sleeves. .

I will send home a, study guide for Science and Social Studies in the beginning of each

unit. You can choose 1,0 have your child review this information as we go through the

chapter in class. You will be notified in advance for any tests and quizzes, but it isa

good idea to practice using the study guide and not just review it the day before the
best.

QO OnFriday, I will send home a Friday folder. Tt will contain projects and graded
work/tests. Please empty the folder. The only items that need .0 be returned are
unit/chapter tests with a parent signature. All the other worksheets and projects
should be kept at home. The folder will also contain my weekly newsletber. Read
this o see what we did for the week, as well as important requests, reminders, and
information for the upcoming week(s).

QPlease make sure to send in healthy snacks with your child for snack time. If the
food requires a spoon or fork, send that inl T cannot heat any food in the microwave.
® NO FOOD GONTAINING NUTS allowed - this includes NUTELLA!

O A waber bottle is a MUST,

O Absolutely NO toys (including trading cards and electronics), allowed in school.
The item will be taken away for a certain period of time. Sorry!

QOMake sure everything that gets turned in has the student’s name on it. Tt is very
difficult and time consuming t:o try to figure out, which paper belongs t:0 which
child.

Q Progress Reports will generally be sent home once ab the end of each month. They must be
signed and returned the following day. These reports keep parents up-to-date on their child’s
work and will address any concerns the teachers or parents might, have.



Classnsom Management

lhave a few management systems running in the
classroom. They may change as the year and the needs
of the students progress.

One system is CLASS DOJO. You will receive more
inFormation on this, but it is an internet app based
program where students will earn or lose points on

certain behaviors such as tfeamwork, on task behavior,
Salah time, etc. They will Try To reach certain miestones
in points for various rewards. Parents will also be able To
see The points and reasons for why they were given or
taken away when they sign up for Class Dqgjo. (Individual
codes will be sent home).

I also have a behavior clip chart. They start each day in

the middle spot that says, “Ready to Learn,” and they
can move up or down depending on behavior. Moving up
the chart will result in hole punches in Their behavior card,
which when filled, can be turned in for a class coupon.
Moving down the chart first lands on a verbal warning,
another move down results in privieges Ttaken away, and
the last spot is parent contact.

I will have additional whole group reward system in place,
as well as a small group reward system. My goadl is for
students 1o be kind and respectful towards others.
If certain negative behaviors persist, and I have already
contacted the parents to 1try to resolve the issue, The
next step may be for administration to get involved. But
Inshallah I will Try my best to work with the parents in
order 1o help The child succeed and do welll
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Please read this very carefully as the H.W routine is very different this year.

The homework routine for second grade this year may be very different than
what students and you are used 1ol We will use a TEAM homework approach.
Each week, your child will have a list of homework options. These items will be
selected to help your child master basic skills with fluency. Each activity
completed will earn your child one star. There may be additional activities listed
for those students who need, or like, an extra challengel The more activities
completed, the more stars earned. At the end of the week, your child will need
to r‘e’rur‘n the list of homework options with his/her stars totadled and a parent
signature. As a class, we will add the stars together to get our class TEAM total
to see if students have earned a reward. The reward will consist of minutes of
fun time or activity. The homework log MUST be signed and returned on Friday
in order for the star points fo count. Signed homework logs shown with an
appropriate amount of effort wil count towards a homework effort grade,
not The individual assignments themselves.

|I00-50 stars = 10 minutes of fun time.
I51-200 stars = 13 minutes of fun time.
20+ stars = 5 minutes of fun time.

Above, I mentioned That the homework assignments are options. So yes, that
means that they are not mandatory. I wil not be collecting or checking any
math, spelling, reading, etc; homework. They are routine homework assignments
that will be given each week. Students are encouraged o do how ever much
homework they feel They heed to learn a skKil. But they cannot do this alone. This
is where YOU, the parent, comes in. This year will consist of a highly engaged
parent-child-school relationship. I need YOU to help your children succeed as well.
If you see a specific area your child is struggling in, feel free to let me know and
we can work on it in class.

Let’s get back to the stars and totaling of homework points. Students are
encouraged To do as much of the homework as they can or need to acquire
the skill When I add up all the homework points, and one or two students
consistently do not do any homework or do not send in the homework log, Then
the class won't earn the whole group reward. It is my hope that soon, these
one or two students will learn That they need to pull Their weight in order to
help the class. TEAM homework is a concept that EVERY student will work
together in the class to reach a weekly goal. Assignments are optional and
parents and students will work together o choose the tasks they want to
complete for the week. Students who consistently work hard to do the
homework that is necessary for them to learn, will be able To grasp concepts in

WWWWWWW

mmmmmmmmm
N A A A AN AN A A A ) =



e AN L AN L N L N EL DAL DAL DD

Homework Options Descriptions

Reading: There will be no reading log this year. Students should be
encouraged to develop a love of reading and it is hot always hecessary o
document it with minutes read and a parent signature. This option will be on
the homework log daily and students should try to read as much as they can.
It is a proven fact that the more students read on a daily basis, the higher
their rate of fluency, accuracy, and comprehension is. Whenever students
read for the day, they should put a star or check mark next o that option
the weekly HW. log. Re-reading the same book also helps build Fluency.

Math: Math homework is going To be Tons of fun this year! Instead of the traditional
workbook worksheets to complete, students will get to PLAY GAMES 1o learn and solidify
basic fact concepts and relationships. Students will learn a new game every week that
involves a deck of cards. Every time a new game is introduced, a card with directions for
that game will be sent home on a metdl ring. Students will have a metal ring in Their
homework pouch on which game cards will be added. They will also receive a deck of cards
that should always stay safe in the homework pouch. These items will not be replaced if
lost. On the homework log, there will be an option to play one or more of the games
students have learned. THEY WILL NEED YOUR HELP to play this game. It is a family
activityl The more you play, the better their basic skill knowledge becomes. If you play a
math game, put a star or checkmark next to that option on the log for the specific day.

*Note: I will still send home a packet of the math homework book worksheets at the
beginning of each chapter This is intended for exira practice should you choose to use
them to review concepts specific To The chapter 1 will not collect or grade these, but they
can be used for reinforcement at home or to study before a test »

Spelling: Speling will be differentiated this year to suit student needs and
development. Each Monday, students will be given a pretest on the phonics skill of
the week which will determine if They stay on That list or receive a challenge list with
the same phonics skill but more difficult words.

There will be Two lists - 10 words for List A and 10 words for List B (challenge list).
There wil dlso be a set of 5 words that will be used for both lists, making a total of
I5 words a week.

In the homework folder, in one of the plastic sleeves, you will find a spelling menu of
choices. Again, This assignment is optional even though it is listed for every day of
the week. Some students may only need To do one spelling activity that week and
they wil memorize the pattern and words. Some students may need To work on
spelling all Four days. Again, it is up To you and your child to determine how much he/
she needs to practice the spelling words.
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Similar to the metal ring the math games will come on, a card with the spelling words of
the week (with your child’s list - List A or List B highlighted), will be attached to a metal
ring weekly. This way, students will always have a ring with all their old words on it too,
which will be helpful when we do review spelling tests of severdl of the past lists. ALWAYS
KEEP THIS SPELLIST LIST RING IN THE HOMEWORK FOLDER POUCH so it can stay safe
throughout the year It will be not replaced if lost. Spelling homework can be completed
in the homework notebook, but again, I will not be checking or collecting this, so the
notebook can always stay home.

Fluency: On Monday, I will send home a one minute timed Fluency and comprehension
sheet. An adult needs to set a timer To ONE MINUTE. As the child reads, underline any
incorrect words. The child should stop reading after one minute. Put a line after the last
word that was read before the minute was over On the right hand side of the page,
there are humbers next to each line. That tells how many words the passage has up to
the end of that line. From this, you can determine how many words your child read in
one minute. On the bottom, record the total number of words read, the number of
mistakes made, subtract those two humbers, and write The total humber of words for
minute in the last slot. Doing this daily will help build your child’s Fluency. The more they
read the same story and see the same words, the more they will increase their
accuracy and Fluency. On the back side of the reading are comprehension questions for
the story. Whenever you work with your child to do this Fluency read, place a star or
check mark next to the option for the specific day.

Extras: There may additional tasks provided on the homework sheet that students
can do in case they want to do more homework or earn more starsl These are
enrichment activities To enhance skills we are learning in class.

Please notel

~+Qccasionally there wil be MANDATORY assignments listed. These can include tasks
such as prqjects or special Science or SS. assignments. If they are mandatory, it will be
indicated. Please also note that Quran, Arabic, and Islamic Studies do hot count for this
homework routine and homework for those classes should be done according o the
teachers’ instructions.

What is the benefit in this system?

—Parents and children are both involved in successful completion of homework

-There is less pressure

-If you get very busy one day, as we dll do, it is okay To not complete an assignment for
the day. Just make sure to make up for it The next day so you can help your class earn
stars and reward timel

-Homework is fine tuned to the individual needs of your child. If in the future, I see the
need To set a particular number of assignments for individual students that need the
extra push, then that will be done.

-Students can develop a love for reading and math in an organic and authentic way.

Love,
Your 2nd Grade Teachers
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